Older Persons Services
Project
“Staying Safe”




Background to “Staying Safe”
Project

In a Study on Needs of Older People in Co Longford (by LCRL &
OPN) the need for a minor repair service and improve safety in
the homes of older people was raised. (2002 and updated 2008)

LCRIL through the Rural Secial Scheme employ: 55 people; around
the county, and undertook a project in early: 2008 with the
Longford CDB, whereby: 2 smoke alarms were each installed in
500 hemes|in the county: in homes, off older people.

LonEford CDB) agreed te orgamise training to the LERIERSS
worKkers, LLongfrordl Fire Service: providedrtraining ter 14: of the
Workers, lihe alarms are battery, operated and easy: tor installs

9|2% Offfilresi OCCcUr It eMES that denrt heVer al Working simoke
alalmgl




Responding to the Need

¢ The LCRL Rural Social Scheme workers
had requests from older people seeking
minor repairs on their homes to make
them more safie; & secure.

¢ [Feb 20081 CCRIEwWiIth EOPNFapplied e Dormant
A/ st iitnds ter Pekalland got €100,000 fer an 18
MG Preject tor corordinatera MmN rEPaIES
PIOJECE o IMProVE Salety inl the NOMES) Off BIAEN
pEoplE N €6’ Lonaferd. Fundsf secured Sept 018




Work to be undertaken

¢ Installation of smoke alarms in homes of older
people (Smoke alarms provided free by HSE to
the project)

¢ Change locks on doors and put catches on
Windews.

¢ Change bullds —dangerous for a persen with a
mebility: problem tor get up: on a chall tor de: Se.

» Miner dardening

¢ Installing o handt railst (Custemer te; previde; thie
nane rails e get them irem: the) HSE Occlpational
IINErapist)

¢ Other regueststwilifioe dealt Withr asf they: arise




Partners in the project

Longford Community Resources lL.td
- Rural Social Scheme workers

Longford Older Persons Network- members
iHealth Services, Executive

- Accident Prevention; Officer

- Public Healthr Ntirses/  Hiemer iHelps

- [Longierad  Secialf Services (Imeals eon Wheels)

Lengiera VoltlRteer Centre - VoluRteers




How the project will work

¢ LCRL will employ a Project co-ordinator ( Mar%aret
Walsh) to co-ordinate the project and throug
the Rural Sociall Scheme, the smoke alarms will
belinstalled and other minor repairs carried out

HSE willtnelpridentify’ potential clients through
thelr services that werk dilFectly: with older people
(publicihealthr nuFses/ home REelpPs/ meails on
WhHEEIS, ete). HSE IS providing smoke alarms firee

HSE Wil asks their clientshiiF they, woula ke te
RECEIVE thE; SERVICE andl dalii consent. Clients will
DE Offiered OthER MINOK FEPall SEFVICES WIISE
Installing the alaiFis:




How the project will work

+ LOPN will promote and publicise the project to its
member older persons groups around the county.

¢ As the LCRL RSS workers undertake other work
IR thelr areas ie village enhancement, a large
AuUmMber have some time available inf winter when
growing season has stopped! as they: usually.
Work in halls, etec at that time

¢ lLongiiord Volunteer Centre; has! hadl retired able
trades) people ofifierr their services) sor they: willkoe
CapPPEdINte and the VoIURtEER BasE Expanded:
QUL Off POCKEL traVel EXPENSES) Canl 9e ProVided:.




How the project will work

¢ Longford Fire Service will train a further 6
RSS workers so there are trained installers
across Co Longford.

¢ A Project Steering Group will support the
efiffective; delivery project & the; Project Co-
ordinatoer (LCRIL, ICOPN, HSE, [Longiord
\/olunteer Centre)

¢ ContactwWillfDE made wWithrother relevant
POAIES ((CorCotncil cr ChBWhe Rave
referred clients tor EECRIER 2008, Longiord
Warmer Hemes) etc)




Promotion of the Availability of the
Service

¢ HSE Services informed and interested
(PHNs, Home Helps, Meals on Wheels, etc)

¢ Longford Garda informed and Community.
Alert groups so they will inferm people in

the locality: wWhier may: have requike It.

¢ Older Persons Groups) and Commtnity,
Groups across: County: & te CIE

¥ IRCIUSIeRNRT Parish RELES
9 Preomoetionrintiocal papersiane Radio




Promotion of the Availability of the Service

¢ Link withi Longford Warmer Homes (fuel poverty
project insulating hemes of older people and
people on social welfare) to promote. it

¢ Link with; Friendly Call service to tell the clients &
ask them to telll their friends and neighbours who
Ay benefit

o LCRIE will-contact the) people whe got alarms
installed in 2008 re other miner Work neEeded

9 Contact Will“be made With the passenders on thie
LECRIE RuFal iransport SerVices (17 weekly: 8t 91 %
neld Free liravell Passes)




Promotion of the Availability of the Service

» Word of Mouth — telll your neighbours, they might
be Interested and can benefit from the, project.

o LCRL willl provide: identification to the; Project Co-
ordinater'and to its RSS workers andl the, time the
work will-berunadertaken will-be pre-arramnged with
them te ensure; the older persen isk net fiearitl as
a rresuit.

o Always ask a caller ter your deor fior ldentification
and ask: te) see it and ringl the numbEr off thie
Company: ter VERHAIF IS true belere admitting
aNYORE; te VouUr HeME




Benefits of the Project

¢ Older people will be safer and more secure
In their homes for longer

¢ Eires in homes can be reduced and
prevented due to alarms.

» AwWkward miRer repairs willfbe Undertaken
making houses) andl thelr residents, saler

¢ AcCcidents can be prevented
9 WOrkers trained te; do) the Work: saielV.




Benefits

¢ 600 homes ofi Older People to receive the
Service

¢ Already 87 reguests for smoke alarms so
there is an Immediate demand.

o Collaboeration; By alls parties te; the project
WIthrthe; aliml e FrEsponaing tor AEEAS! Falsed
PV GldEr pEopIENn the Stuidy,




Thanks

¢ [hanks to LCRL's partners in the Project; -
HSE, the Older Persons Network, &
Longford Volunteer Centre

¢ [hanks for listening and please pass on
CRIS) Inffermation.

» ARV questions? Contact Maragaret\Walsh,
Longiord Community, RESoURCES 045
45555) 0F g 087 9481 0569




